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The Hakka-Mandarin Bilingual Instruction
in the Math Classroom: A Discourse
Analysis and Its Pedagogical Challenges

Chen-Cheng CHUN, Hsiu-Chuan HSU
National Kaohsiung Normal University

Association of Taiwan Lai-Qu Hua-yu

In order to develop the possibility of applying both Hakka and
Mandarin as the medium of instruction (MOI) languages in bilingual
classroom, this study focuses on classroom discourse analysis in the
Hakka-Mandarin bilingual math class. The research purpose is to
examine the Hakka-Mandarin bilingual teachers’ classroom discourse
phenomena and their bilingual pedagogical challenges. Participants
included 3 teachers and 61 third-grade students in Meinong District,
Kaohsiung City. The study found that the speaking rate from teachers
was over 60% in teacher-student classroom discourse. When students
talked, they mainly used backchannel turn and their times of turn takings
were less than two. Students were not actively in speaking Hakka and
their Hakka input comprehension was better than their output
performance. Therefore, when teachers spoke Hakka to them, they
would choose to respond in Mandarin. Based on these findings, if we
would revitalize Hakka language and use Hakka as one of MOI
language, we should develop useful pragmatic Hakka-Mandarin
bilingual teaching strategies, expand new social function for Hakka, and

create new language domain and register for Hakka.

Key words: Hakka, MOI, Hakka-Mandarin bilingual, math



