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On the Comparison between ‘— F¥’ and ‘-
p¥ 13> in TSM: Development of ‘— p¥ 3’

Chian-Tang SU
National United University

This paper aims to investigate the synonyms of time ‘—H%’ and ‘—
H%${¥ in Taiwan Southern Min (TSM). Both ‘—H¥’ and ‘—H%{F mean
‘short time’, but ‘—H% uses to occur in the situation with [ -+ stative, +

3

continuous, — telicity] and ‘—H%{F’ uses to occur in the situation
with [ —stative, — continuous, -+ telicity] on the contrary. Although
‘—H%’ and ‘—H%{F shown in complement have [ + continuous], ‘—HF’
tends to appear in written language and ‘—H${F in spoken language.
During MinQing dynasty, ‘—FH}’ could modify two types of
event structure including [ + stative, + continuous, — telicity] and
[ — stative, — continuous, + telicity]. In the light of isomorphism
principle, ‘—H¥{F was created to share the responsibilities holding by
‘—H§” in Japanese ruled period. Since including the diminutive ‘-{7,
‘—HF{F could take response of the event structure with [ —stative, —

continuous, +telicity], and ‘—H’ still modify the envent structure with

[ +stative, + continuous, —telicity] in TSM.

Key words: —HF ‘period’, —HF{¥ ‘brief”, Event structure, State

event, Achievement event



