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Words in Quanzhou dialect seen in Jinpingmei

Song-Hing CHANG
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Ancient words may be preserved in modern dialects, but the preservation may not
have been as straightforward as one would have imagined. The Jinpingmei of the late
Ming period, betrays a dialectal difference between the northern ([ L[5F) and the southern
(JL##F) regions. Some of its expressions are, however, maintained in the Min and Yue
dialects. This paper identifieds certain words that are characteristically Min dialects,
including AP ~T(0Z) 5 ~TH TR TIEH jand TEE (BE) ) . Because
of the complex nature of lexical preservation in a dialect, caution is required when
conducting an authorship study on the basis of linguistic features of a literary
composition.

Key words: words in Min dialects, author of Jinpingmei, ancient Chinese words




