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Literary vs. Colloquial Readings
of the Fujian Dialect in Northeast Jiangxi Province

Song-Bai HU
Nanchang University

In northeast Jiangxi province, the Fujian dialect is found in eight counties of
Shangrao City, and shows some differences from other Fujian varieties. The
direction of development is towards simplification. The literary pronunciation is
simpler than the colloquial. There are differences between an old literary
pronunciation and a new literary pronunciation: the latter is closer to standard
Mandarin. This development has been brought about in these districts with the

change in language of instruction.

Key words: northeast Jiangxi, Southern Min, literary vs. colloquial readings, new

literary readings (Mandarinized), language of instruction



