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The Dialogue Between Linguistics and Ethnic History Studies:
An Example of the Different Groups and L anguages
Distribution in the Northwest Coast of Taiwan During the
Japanese Governance

Shih-Rong HSU
National Taichung University of Education

This article describes the population distribution and the changed situations in the
northwest coast of Taiwan in the half of the twentieth century, through mapping the population
distribution in the northwest coast that is based on the population survey during the Japanese
governancein GIS (Geographic Information System). There are two specific conclusions:

First, during the early twentieth century, people of the Fujian and Guangdong were the
major groups of the region. For the Fujian group, people of the Zhangzhou concentrated at the
Jiou-Tou-Jia-Cuo, Kan-Toucuo village, Shin-Wu Township and Tsau-Ta with other five
villages, north of Guan-Yin. The boundary of this area was moved and declined to the north of
Taiwan gradualy. On the other hand, people of Quanzhou concentrated at the Da-Mei village,
which was the across area between Hsin-Feng and Chu-Pei. The other sub-group of the
Quanzhou concentrated at the area of southwestern coast. Exception of the above areas, people
of Guangdong was the mgjority of this area. Through the survey of 1926, it can be known that
most people of the Guan-Yin and Shin-Wu were from Huizhou. However, most people of
Hsin-Feng came from Jia-Ying Zhou.

Secondly, there were limitations of population statistics during the period of the Japanese
governance. For instance, it was inaccurate statistics on the survey in 1901. The statistics of
the native place survey in 1926 was limited that only reveaed the information of townships;
consequently, it may ingppropriately provide proper information about the characteristics of
groups in the area. However, the advantage of population statistics during the period of the
Japanese governance will offer benefits of long-term change of population distribution in the
further studies.

Key words. northwest coast of Taiwan, Taiwanese population distribution, Native Place
Survey, Taiwanese Language Distribution



