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Glottogram Research of Linguistic Geography on Ki-tin
Peninsula

Hui-Ming TSAI
National Taiwan Normal University

Ki-tin(#=3) Didtrict of Kaohsiung City, with its long and narrow shape, was a
peninsula rare in Taiwan. After the construction of Kaohsiung Harbor, the Peninsula
then became an isolated island. According to (Tsal 2008), the Southern Min Dialect
spoken in Ki-tin belongs to the group of Quanzhou diaects. Based on the data
gathered by methodology of traditional dialectology, | picked 18 lexical items, which
are either peculiar in their pronunciation or culture-oriented. With these items, a
survey was carried out in the 13 boroughs of Ki-tin districts. In each borough, an
old-age and a young-age join in this survey. And there from 26 informants were
composed.

Considering the continuum of phenomena observed in geographical linguistics,
| included Ang-mhg-kang(3~=* #) and Tua-na-poo(-#H)), which were adjacent to
Ki-tin, in this survey. The glottogram prevailingly employed among Japanese
geographical linguistic researchers is adopted to revea the geographical linguistic
facts of Southern Min spoken in Ki-tin. The glottogram is a diagram with two axes of
location and age (location x age). Since this kind of diagram is appropriate in
illustrating data from linear geography, the shape of Ki-tin just fitsin it.

Superficialy, there seems to be no phonologica and lexica patterns in Ki-tin.
However, with the assistance of Glottogram and the detailed analyses in terms of
geography and age, | propose that the geographical linguistics in Ki-tin exemplifies
well the hypothesis of center versus periphery (aka, Hégen Shiken-ron; “HF% rﬁj[’—gﬂ
i)

This survey was performed from January to March in 20009. It is shown that the
phonological characteristics of Ki-tin Southern Min are dying out even in the old-age
group. The common dialect spoken in Kaohsiung City prevails among young
peoples.

Key words. Ki-tin, Glottogram, center versus periphery, Hogen Shiken-ron,
geographical linguistics
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